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General Comment

Shenandoah Valley Network (SVN), a coalition o
f

citizens groups working o
n land

u
s
e

and land protection issues in

s
ix counties in northwestern Virginia,

h
a
s

signed o
n

to th
e

extensive comments filed b
y

th
e

Choose Clean Water

Coalition in support o
f

TMDL standards and planning.

W
e

would like to make two additional points unique to o
u
r

region:

th
e

need to consider

th
e

impacts o
f

natural

g
a
s

mining using hydraulic fracturing o
f

Marcellus shale deposits and

th
e

management o
f

public forest lands in th
e

Shenandoah Valley in rulemaking

f
o
r

TMDL standards.

While

th
e TMDL regulations focus o
n

nitrogen and phosphorous levels fromfarmand wastewater treatment facilities,

they d
o

n
o
t

address

th
e

impacts o
f

g
a
s

mining wastewater o
r

th
e

significant sediment issues from

th
e

extensive land

disturbance created around these

g
a
s

well sites. EPA

h
a
s

a separate study underway o
n

th
e

impacts o
f

Marcellus shale

g
a
s

mining o
n

drinking water resources. Our colleagues have been told this is " n
o
t

related" to TMDL rulemaking.

However, w
e

believe intensive gas mining development in th
e

Shenandoah Valley could lead to much greater

degradation o
f

water quality in th
e

Chesapeake Bay tributaries in o
u
r

region. Please

s
e
e

th
e

attached map.

We were also told that there

h
a
s

been little coordination between TMDL rulemaking and U
.

S
.

Forest Service planning

f
o
r

th
e

George Washington National Forest, a
s

a new forest management plan nears completion. SVN strongly

supports careful management o
f

drinking water resources in th
e

forest. Land disturbance

f
o
r

timber harvesting, road

building and/ o
r

Marcellus shale

g
a
s

mining

a
re likely to have significant impacts o
n

local drinking water quality and

th
e

Chesapeake Bay.

We appreciate your consideration o
f

these issues in TMDL rulemaking.

Megan Gallagher

Interim Executive Director

Shenandoah Valley Network

www. svnva.

o
rg
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